Total and specific IgE in serum, bronchial lavage and bronchoalveolar lavage of asthmatic patients.
Total and specific IgE were assessed in serum, bronchial lavage (BL) and broncho-alveolar lavage (BAL) of allergic asthmatics and healthy controls. Serum total IgE were found to be correlated with total IgE in BAL but not in BL. Total IgE/K+ ratio in serum and BL was higher in asthmatics than in controls, while the total IgE/albumin ratio was significantly higher in asthmatics than in controls in serum but not in BL and BAL. The mean of specific IgE in serum and BL was significantly higher in the group of patients with positive specific bronchial provocation test (sBPT) than in the group with negative sBPT. Similar results were observed between specific IgE serum level and BL and prick tests (PT), which show that BL does not always reflect the total IgE level of serum; in asthmatics, albumin can not be used to determine the degree of dilution in the recovered fluids; as in the serum, there is agreement between specific IgE in BL and PT or sPBT results.